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نحمدہ و نصلی علی رسولہ الکریم

Concept of Beard in Shariah
To keep beard long and to grow it lengthly and widely, all have been addressed in the Holy Quran and Hadith.
It is Wajib (compulsory & required) to keep the length of beard to one (1) fist and Haraam (Prohibited) to shave
the beard and to cut off less that a fist, and this is the same verdict of the four Sunni School of thoughts, and
also quite clearly mention the impermissibility of shaving the beard.

Evidence of growing beard in the light of Quran
1. The statement of Allah

:

م م م ب م
ب م ب
م ب م مب م م م
مُ م
ِيل مولم مَرُْ ُو
اِ ميا اب من أ َّم ال َأخذ بلح ميتي موال ب مرأس ي إني خشيت أن َقو مِ ف َّرُت مبين مبني إسرائ

He said, “O son of my mother! Do not hold me by my beard or by the hair of my head. I feared that you would say, ‘you
have caused dissension amongst the children of Israel and have you not waited for my word”. (S: 20 [Twaha] V 94)

From this verse we learn two (2) things:
(i)
All the Prophets have beard.
(ii)
Long beard (fistful in length) was the practise of the Prophets, according to the verse; Sayyiduna
Haroun’s beard was fistful in length that’s why he said ‘do not hold me by my beard’.
2. Allah

said:

م ب َّ م م ب ب م م
َّ
م م
ب م م َّ م م م َّ ب م م
اَّلل فب بهد باه بم اُتده ُل ال أسألكم معليه أج ًرا إن به مو إال ذك مرى لل معاَلين
أولئك الذين هدى

These are them whom Allah has guided. Then you follow their path. Please declare (O Beloved Prophet): “I ask you no
wage for it admonition to the entire world”. (S 6 [Al An’aam] V 90)

From this verse we learn that Allah Almighty has ordered us through the Holy Prophet Muhammad as a leader
to follow the entire Prophets (their actions, principles and sayings), and keeping beard fisful in length is a
principle of all Prophets (as mentioned in Surah Twaha), so in this part also we must follow the Prophets in
growing beard.
3. Allah

said:

ب
ً
م
م م
بث َّم مأو محي منا إ ملي مك مأن َّاَبع م َّل مة إب مراه م
يم محنيفا مو مما كان م من اَلشركين

Then we revealed to you that follow the faith of Ibrahim who was separate from all falsehood and was not a polytheist.
[An Nahl V 123]
In this verse Allah
oredered us to follow the agreements, teachings, ways and sayings of Prophet Ibrahim, and
growing beard fistful in length is one of the teaching of Prophet Ibrahim, so we must follow him in this principle also.

4. Allah

said:

م م م م م َّ م م
مم م م مب
م ب ِ َّ ب م ٌ م م م ٌ م م م م ب َّ م
اَّلل كث ًيرا
اَّلل موال ميو مم آلاخروذكر
لقد كان لكم في رسو اَّلل أسوة حسنة َلن كان يرجو

Certainly you have an excellent model in the following of the Messenger of Allah, for him who hopes in Allah and the Last
Day, and (who) remembers Allah in abundance. (S 33 [Al Ahzaab] V 21)
The life of the Holy Prophet
is an example for all of us, and there is victory in following his teachings, sayings and
principles, because a truly successful life is that which is designed on his footsteps, growing beard fistful in length is an
aspect which is included in the life of the Holy Prophet
, so must follow this principle of the Holy Prophet
.

5. Allah

said:

ب
ب ب ب ُّ من َّ م
وب بكم مو َّ ب
اَّلل مف َّاَب بعوني بيحبب بك بم َّ ب
اَّلل مو ميغفر مل بكم بذ بن م
ٌ اَّلل مغ بف
ٌ ور َّرح
يم
ُل إن كنتم َحبو
Please declare (O Beloved Prophet
): “If you love Allah, you should follow me. (Only then) Allah will love you and
forgive you your faults. And Allah is Most Forgiving, the Merciful”. (S 3 [Aale Imraan] V 31)

6. Allah

stated:

َّ ب م م م م م م َّ م م م م م َّ م م م م م م م
ً
اك معليهم محفيظا
َّمن بيطع الرسوِ فقد أطاع اَّلل ومن َولى فما أرسلن

He who obeys the Messenger has indeed obeyes Allah. But anyone who turns his face away then We have not sent You to
save them. (S 4 [An Nisaa] V 80)

7. Allah

said:

م م م َّ ب م م م َّ م
م
ب ب ب
م م ب َّ م
اَّلل مو مأط ب
َّ يعوا
الر بسو مِ مواحذ بروا فإن َ موليتم فاعل بموا أن مما معلى مر بسولنا ال مبالغ اَلبين
وأطيعوا

And obey Allah

and obey the Messenger, and be careful. Then, if you turn back, know then that the duty of Our
Messenger is only to deliver the Message clearly.(S 5 [Al Maaida] V 92)

In these verses Allah Almighty ordered us to follow Him and the Messenger based on all his commandments, sayings and
practisings. And the real successful life in this world and hereafter is the obedience of Allah and His Rasool
.
The Holy Prophet

guided us in many Hadiths to keep beard and to grow it, so in this sayings also we must follow him.

Evidence of growing beard in the light of Hadith
1. It is reported in the authority of Umm ul Mu’mineen Sayyidatuna Ayesha

that the Holy Prophet

said:

ﻋﺸﺮﻤﻦﺍﻠﻔﻄﺭﺓﻘﺺﺍﻟﺸﺎﺮﺐﻮﺍﻋﻔﺎﺀﺍﻠﻠﺤﻴﺔ
There are 10 things as Al Fitrah (acts considered to be of refined person or Natural disposition of human), to
trim moustache and to keep (grow) beard… (Muslim Shareef V.1 Pg 129)
Al Fitrah means the practisings of the entire Prophets and Messengers of Allah; they have practised these actions and
also ordered us to practise. The author of Majma’ul Bihaar explained this Hadith in the following words:

ﻋﺸﺮﻤﻦﺍﻠﻔﻄﺭﺓﺍﻯﻤﻦﺍﻠﺴﻨﺔﺍﻯﺴﻨﻦﺍﻻﻨﺑﻴﺎﺀﺍﻠﺘﻰﺍﻤﺮﻨﺎﺑﺎﻻﻘﺘﺪﺍﺀﺑﻬﻢﻔﻴﻬﺎ
The 10 Natural dispositions (Al Fitrah) are the Principles (Sunnah) of the Messengers of Allah, and we have
been commanded to follow them in these commandments. (Majma’ul Bihaar V.4 Pg 155)
Allamah Nawawi said, []ﻘﺎﻟﻭﺍﻭﻤﻌﻧﺎﻩﺍﻧﻬﺎﺴﻨﻦﺍﻻﻨﺑﻴﺎﺀ, The Scholars said that these actions (10 Al Fitrah) are the
principles (Sunnah) of the Prophets. (Nawawi Sharah Muslim V.1 Pg 128)
Conclusion: This means that keeping beard and growing it is a commandment in all Shariah.

2. It is reported in the authority of Sayyiduna Ibn e Umar

:

ﻋﻥﺍﺑﻥﻋﻤﺮﻘﺎﻞﻘﺎﻞﺍﻟﻧﺑﻰﺻﻟﻰﺍﷲﻋﻟﻴﻪﻭﺴﻟﻡﺨﺎﻟﻔﻭﺍﺍﻟﻤﺸﺭﻜﻴﻦ
ﺍﻭﻔﺭﻭﺍﺍﻟﻟﺤﻰﻭﺍﺤﻔﻭﺍﺍﻟﺸﻭﺍﺭﺐ
The Holy Prophet
said, operate against contrary to the polythesists, trim shortly the moustache and grow the
beard (fistful in length). (Mishkaat Shareef Pg 380)
3. The Holy Prophet

said [“ ]ﺍﺭﺨﻭﺍﺍﻟﻟﺤﻰgrow the beard”.

4. Sayyiduna Anas Bin Maalik

reported:

ﻋﻦﺍﻨﺱﺑﻦﻤﺎﻟﻚﺍﻦﺭﺴﻭﻞﺍﷲﺻﻟﻰﺍﷲﻋﻟﻴﻪﻭﺴﻟﻡﻛﺎﻦﺍﺫﺍﺗﻭﺿﺄﺍﺨﺬﻛﻔﺎ
ﻤﻦﻤﺎﺀﻔﺎﺪﺨﻟﻪﺗﺤﺖﺤﻧﻛﻪﻔﺨﻟﻞﺑﻪﻟﺤﻴﺗﻪﻭﻗﺎﻞﻫﻜﺬﺍﺍﻤﺮﻨﻰﺮﺑﻰ
The Holy Prophet
performed ablution (wudhu), he would take a handful of water and put it under his jaws and
pass it through his beard (Khilaal). He said, “This is what my Lord ordered me to do. (Abu Dawood No. 145)

5. It is mentioned in Shumaayil e Tirmizi:

ﻛﺎﻦﺍﻟﻧﺑﻰﺻﻟﻰﺍﷲﻋﻟﻴﻪﻭﺴﻟﻡﻜﺚﺍﻟﻟﺤﻴﺗﻪﻴﻤﻸﺻﺪﺮﻩ
The Holy Prophet

had a long beard which covered the upper body. (Shumaayil e Tirmizi)

6. It is reported in the authority of Sayyiduna Anas Bin Maalik

:

ﻋﻦﺍﻨﺱﺑﻦﻤﺎﻟﻚﻘﺎﻞﻛﺎﻦﺭﺴﻭﻞﺍﷲﺻﻟﻰﺍﷲﻋﻟﻴﻪﻭﺴﻟﻡ
ﻴﻜﺛﺭﺪﻫﻦﺭﺃﺴﻪﻮﺘﺴﺭﻴﺢﻟﺤﻴﺗﻪ
The Holy Prophet

always used to set his hairs and beard with oil. (Shumaayil e Tirmizi)

7. Sayyiduna Amr bin Shu’aib

said:

ﻋﻥﻋﻤﺮﻮﺑﻦﺸﻌﻴﺐﺍﻦﺍﺑﻴﻪﻋﻦﺠﺪﻩﺍﻦﺍﻟﻧﺑﻰﺻﻟﻰﺍﷲﻋﻟﻴﻪﻭﺴﻟﻡ
ﻛﺎﻦﻴﺄﺨﺫﻤﻦﻟﺤﻴﺗﻪﻤﻦﻋﺭﺿﻬﺎﻮﻄﻮﻟﻬﺎ
The Holy Prophet

used to keep (grow) his beard lengthly and widely. (Tirmizi V.2 Pg 100)

8. Sayyiduna Amr bin Shu’aib

said:

ﻋﻥﻋﻤﺮﻮﺑﻦﺸﻌﻴﺐﺍﻦﺍﺑﻴﻪﻋﻦﺠﺪﻩﺍﻧﻪﺻﻟﻰﺍﷲﻋﻟﻴﻪﻭﺴﻟﻡ
ﻛﺎﻦﻴﺄﺨﺫﻤﻦﻟﺤﻴﺗﻪﻄﻮﻻﻮﻋﺭﺿﺎﻋﻟﻰﻘﺪﺭﻘﺑﺿﺔ
The Holy Prophet

used to keep (grow) his beard fistful in length and wide. (Sharah Shir’at ul Islam Pg 293)

9. It is reported in Bukhari Shareef:

ﻛﺎﻦﺍﺑﻥﻋﻤﺮﺍﺬﺍﺤﺞﺍﻮﺍﻋﺗﻤﺭﻘﺑﺾﻋﻠﻰﻠﺤﻴﺗﻪﻔﻤﺎﻔﺿﻝﺍﺨﺬﻩ
During Hajj and Umrah Sayyiduna Ibn e Umar
10. It is talked about Sayyiduna Abu Huraira

used to trim the beard to the required length (fist length).
(Bukhari Shareef V.2 Pg 875)
:

ﻭﻘﺪﺭﻭﻯﻋﻦﺍﺑﻰﻫﺭﻴﺭﺓﺍﻴﻀﺎﺍﻨﻪﻜﺎﻦﻴﻘﺑﺾﻋﻟﻰﻟﺤﻴﺗﻪ
ﻔﻴﺄﺧﺬﻤﺎﻔﺿﻝﻋﻟﻰﺍﻟﻘﺑﺿﺔ
That he (Abu Hurairah) used to trim the beard to the required length (one fist). (Hashiyah Tirmizi Shareef)

Evidence of growing beard in the light of four Imams
1. Hanafi School of thought:
Imam ul A’zam stated that to cut down the beard less than a FIST LENGTH is HARAAM (unlawful).
Imam Muhammad (student of Imam ul A’zam) has written in his book "Kitaab ul Aasaar" where he has
mentioned the following practise of Sayyiduna Ibn e Umar:

ﻋﻦﺍﺑﻦﻋﻤﺮﺍﻨﻪﻜﺎﻦﻴﻘﺑﺾﻋﻠﻰﻠﺤﻴﺘﻪﺜﻡﻴﻘﺺﻤﺎﺘﺤﺖﺍﻠﻘﺒﺿﺔ
ﻭﻘﺎﻞﻤﺤﻤﺪﻭﺒﻪﻴﺄﺨﺬﻭﻫﻮﻘﻭﻞﺍﺒﻰﺤﻨﻴﻔﺔ
That he (Ibn e Umar) used to hold his beard in his hand and cut off which was longer. Imam Muhammad said
that this is what we follow and this was the decision of Imam Abu Hanifa. (Bukhari 2/875 / Kitaab ul Aasaar Pg 203)
2. Maaliki School of thought:
According to the Fiqh (Jurisprudence law) of Imam Maalik
beard, as it is mentioned in Al Ibdaa’:

, it is Haraam (prohibited) to trim and shave the

ﻤﺫﻫﺐﺍﻟﺴﺎﺪﺍﺖﺍﻟﻤﺎﻟﻜﻴﺔﺤﺮﻤﺔﺤﻟﻖﺍﻟﻟﺤﻴﺔﻮﻜﺫﺍﻘﺼﻬﺎ
The verdict of the great Scholars of Maaliki is comprehensible that to shave and trim the beard is Haraam
(prohibited). (Al Ibdaa’)
3. Shaafi’ee School of thought:
Imam Shafi’ee

said that it is Haraam (prohibited) to shave / trim the beard.

ﻘﺎﻞﺍﺑﻦﺭﺍﻔﻊﺍﻦﺍﻠﺸﺎﻔﻌﻰﻨﺺﻔﻰﺍﻻﻡﺑﺎﻠﺗﺤﺮﻴﻡ
Ibn e Raafi’ said that Imam Shafi’ee

argued in the book of Umm that it is Haraam. (Kitaab ul Umm)

4. Hanbali School of thought:
Shaving and trimming the beard is Haraam (prohibited) and this is the authentic and reliable decision.

ﺍﻠﻤﻌﺗﻤﺪﺤﺮﻤﺔﺤﻠﻘﻬﺎ
The genuine version is that shaving / trimming the beard is Haraam (unlawful). (Sharh ul Muntahaa)

Evidence of growing beard according to other Great Scholars
1. It is written in Shaami:

ﻻﺑﺄﺲﻴﺄﺨﺬﺍﻂﺮﺍﻒﺍﻠﻠﺤﻴﺔﻮﺍﻠﺴﻨﺔﻔﻴﻬﺎﺍﻠﻘﺑﻀﺔ
There is nothing wrong in trimming the side of beard and the Sunnah is 1 fist. (Shaami V.5 Pg 359)
2. It is mentioned in Durr e Mukhtar:

ﻮﺍﻤﺎﺍﻻﺨﺬﻤﻨﻬﺎﻮﻫﻰﺪﻮﻦﺬﺍﻠﻚﻜﻤﺎﻴﻔﻌﻠﻪﺑﻌﺾﺍﻠﻤﻐﺎﺮﺑﺔ
ﻮﻤﺨﻨﺜﺔﺍﻠﺮﺠﺎﻝﻔﻠﻢﻴﺑﺢﺍﺤﺪ
To shave or trim the beard (less than one fist), such as the pagans and hermaphrodites, so it is not correct.
(Durre Mukhtar Ma’ash Shaami V.2 Pg 155)
3. It is stated in Tanqeeh ul Fataawa:

ﺍﻥﻤﻥﺍﻠﻠﺤﻴﺔﻮﻫﻰﺪﻮﻥﺍﻠﻘﺑﻀﺔﻜﻤﺎﻴﻔﻌﻠﻪﺑﻌﺾﺍﻠﻤﻐﺎﺮﺑﺔ
ﻮﻤﺨﻨﺜﺔﺍﻠﺮﺠﺎﻝﻠﻢﻴﺑﺢﺍﺤﺪ
To keep beard less than one fist is a sign of pagans and hermaphrodites, this type of beard is not the right.
(Tanqeeh ul Fataawa Al Haamidiyyah V.1 Pg 359)

4. In Munhil it is written:

ﻔﻠﺫﺍﻠﻚﻜﺎﻥﺤﻠﻖﺍﻠﻠﺤﻴﺔﻤﺤﺮﻤﺎﻋﻨﺪﺍﺌﻤﺔﺍﻠﻤﺴﻠﻤﻴﻥﺍﻠﻤﺠﺘﻬﺪﻴﻥ
ﺍﺒﻰﺤﻨﻴﻔﺔﻮﻤﺎﻠﻚﻮﺍﻠﺸﺎﻔﻌﻰﻮﻏﻴﺭﻫﻡ
To shave the beard is Haraam (prohibited), and this is the version of the Great Mujtahideen, Imam Abu Hanifa,
Imam Maalik, Imam Shafi’ee etc… (Al Munhil V.1 Pg 86)
5. It is pointed out in Faidh ul Baari:

ﻮﺍﻤﺎﻘﻄﻊﻤﺎﺪﻮﻦﺬﺍﻟﻚﻔﺤﺮﺍﻡﺍﺠﻤﺎﻋﺎﺑﻴﻦﺍﻻﺌﻤﺔ
Thus, to trim or shave less than one fist is Haraam (unlawful), and there is consesus between the Great
Scholars. (Faidh ul Baari V.4 Pg 380)
6. It is mentioned in Nisaab ul Ihtisaab :

ﻫﻞﻴﺠﻭﺯﺤﻟﻖﺍﻟﻟﺤﻴﺔ؟ﺍﻟﺠﻭﺍﺐﻻﻴﺠﻭﺯ۔۔۔۔۔۔۔۔۔۔۔۔۔۔۔۔۔
ﻘﺎﻝﻋﻟﻴﻪﺍﻟﺴﻼﻢﺍﺤﻔﻭﺍﺍﻟﺸﻭﺍﺭﺏﻭﺍﻋﻔﻭﺍﺍﻟﻟﺤﻰ
ﺍﻯﻘﺼﻭﺍﺍﻟﺸﻭﺍﺭﺏﻭﺍﺘﺭﻜﻭﺍﺍﻟﻟﺤﻰ
Is it allowed to shave the beard? Answer: No, it is not permissible……… The Holy Prophet said, trim the
moustache and keep (grow) beard. (Nisaab ul Ihtisaab Pg 14)
7. In Maa Laa Budda Minhu it is stated:

ﺘﺭﺍﺸﻴﺪﻦﺒﻴﺶﺍﺰﻘﺒﺿﺔﺤﺮﺍﻡﺍﺴﺖ
To shave the beard less than one fist is Haraam (prohibited). (Maa laa Budda Minhu Pg 130)
8. Shaikh Muhaaqqiq, Abdul Haq Muhaddith e Dehlavi said:

ﻫﻝﻜﺮﺪﻦﻠﺤﻴﺔﺤﺮﺍﻡﺍﺴﺖﻮﺮﻮﻯﺸﻴﺦﺍﻔﺮﻨﺞﻮﮨﻨﻮﺪﺍﺴﺖ
ﻮﮔﺯﺍﺮﺸﺗﻦﺁﮟﺒﻘﺪﺮﻗﺒﺿﺔﻮﺍﺠﺐﺍﺴﺖ
Is it permissible to shave or trim the beard? The Shaikh answered: This is the principle of Pagans and Non
Muslim, to keep beard fistful in length is mandatory (Waajib). (Ash’at ul Lam’aat V.1 Pg 212)
9. Imam Muhammad Said:

ﻗﺎﻞﻤﺤﻤﺪﻋﻦﺍﺑﻰﺤﻨﻴﻔﺔﺘﺭﻜﻬﺎﺤﺘﻰﺘﻜﺚﻭﺘﻜﺜﺮ
He said about Imam Abu Hanifa, he always used to keep beard long and fistful. (Al Ikhtiyaar Sharah Mukhtar 4/167)
10. It is stated in Ihyaa ul Uloom:

ﻔﻗﻴﻝﺍﻦﻴﻗﺑﺾﺍﻟﺮﺠﻝﻋﻠﻰﻟﺤﻴﺘﻪﻮﺍﺨﺬﻤﺎﻔﺿﻞﻋﻦﺍﻟﻘﺑﺿﺔ
ﻔﻼﺑﺄﺲﻔﻘﺪﻔﻌﻟﻪﺍﺑﻦﻋﻤﺮﻭﺠﻤﺎﻋﺔﻤﻦﺍﻟﺗﺎﺑﻌﻴﻦ
To keep beard fistful in length, and to trim or cut the extra is permissible, and this is the mehtod of Sayyiduan
Ibn e Umar and the team of Taabi’een. (Ihyaa ul Uloom V.1 Pg 148)
11. It is stated in Rouh ul Bayaan:

ﺤﻟﻖﺍﻟﻟﺤﻴﺔﻘﺑﻴﺢﺑﻞﻤﺜﻟﺔﻮﺤﺭﺍﻢ
To shave / trim the beard is not good, but a sin and Haraam (prohibited). (Rouh ul Bayaan)
12. To shave beard is like to change or falsify the creation of Allah, and to falsify the creation is a Haraam act.
(Tafseer e Haqqani V. 3 Pg 229)
Allah and His Beloved know Best
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